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acquitted felons. There might have been some
ground for this epithet, if those persons hail owed
their escape to any flaw in the indictment, or to any

deficiency of technical forms; it riii^lit then have
been urged that they were not entitled by the ver-
dict of a jury to a regeneration of character, and

were still'to be considered in the light in which the
honorable gentleman had placed thorn, as men

branded with guilt and outcasts from society. He
would not say that every man acquitted was there-
fore innocent j there could be no rule of that sort
without an exception; a criminal might owe his
. acquittal to a flaw in the indictment or a failure of
the evidence. It had been stated tine other night
that a person might be charged with murder who
had only been guilty of house-breaking, and because
he was not found guilty upon the first charge, was
he therefore to be considered as a pure and honor-
able character. But did the men who had lately
been acquitted stand in that situation ? If there was
any case in which the verdict of a jury went com-
pletely to establish the innocence of the party ac-
cused, it ought to be with respect to the charge of
high treason. That charge, it was to be recollected,
came with the highest authority, and with a degree
of influence which it was difficult for any individual
to resist* It was to be recollected too, that with re-
spect to the crime of high treason the country itself
was both party and judge, since he who conspires
against the life of the King, conspires at the same
time against the peace of the country.

With respect to the charge of levying warf it was
possible.that the party accused might escape train
the incompetency of the evidence ; hut with respect
to the charge of compassing and imagining1 the
King's death, the intention itself con.stituteVl the
crime; and if the jury had in their own minds a
conviction of the criminal intention, and there was
-sufficient proof of the overt act, they were bound to
find their verdict guilty. Mr, Sheridan said, he would